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YWCA Pledges "Sit—Down" Strike Support 


(New York) - A message endorsing the goals of the non-violent "sit-down" demon- 
strations at segregated lunch counters in the southern United States and pledg- 
ing its co-operation "to the fullest extent possible" has been adopted by the 
National Board of the YWCA of the United States. 


Pointing to the number of its own members who have taken leadership in the 
strikes, the Board promised its support towards “the elimination of those prac— 
tices which deny recognition of the common humanity of all as children of God". 
The message, which will be sent to officials of national chain stores involved 
in the demonstrations, states that "The instances of discrimination and racial 
tensions in America which are a matter of world knowledge, cannot but call into 
question our ideals as a democratic nation", 


YWCA and YMCA leaders in Texas are among the aporoximately eighty students 
of Bishop and Wiley Colleges in Jiarshall, Texas, who were arrested and jailed 
for participation in sit-down strikes. They were later fined and released, 
They included Miss Mae C. King, chairman of the YWCA National Student Council, 
and both the YuCA and YWCA presidential nominees for next year at Bishop Col- 
lege. 


i ie 


i 


th 7 an [ “0 ; em St Lew 5 : a : 
picaeteaiuruteesinthents «gras 


+ 


7 — 


J 
- ro 
Tre 


112 *ou§ (5 Aa 
if 


some y sini ae ti 


(se ther r 


yt 


tors 


No. 16 — 29th April, 1960 2 


Last week two church organisations in Kentucky, one of the southern border 
states, went on record in strong opposition to racial segregation in public 
places. The State's Council of Churches and the Louisville IMinisterial Asso- 
ciation both urged constituent bodies to promote racial integration 
Nin every area of economic, political, educational and religious life", 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC Asks Prayers for Summit Conference 


(Geneva) - The officers of the World Council of Churches have issued an appeal 
for special intercessions for the Summit Conference in services to be held on 
sunday, May 15, the day before the Conference opens in Paris. It suggests that 
this prayer might be used: 


"Almighty and most merciful God, 
Pather of all mankind and Lord of History; 
Guide the statesmen now assembling in conference 
in the way of understanding, justice and truth, 
that their meeting may advance thy purpose of 
peace for all peoples, 
through Him who is the Judge and Saviour of all 
and the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen." 
EPS, Geneva 


BCC Not Ready for Permanent European Church Organisation 


(Nottingham) — The British Council of Churches has decided that at "this stage" 
it is not prepared to support the establishment of any permanent organisation 
of European Christian co-operation. 


However, it is ready to support the holding of ad hoc conferences from time 
to time on major European issues, and will send a representative to the second 
Conference of European Churches at Nyborg, Denmark, next October, 


This decision was taken at the BCC's 36th semi-annual meeting held last 
week at the University of Nottingham. It followed a report that as the result 
of talks with European Conference leaders, members of the BCC's executive com- 
mittee had concluded the Conference may be developed into a fully-organised 
European Council of Churches. They said it was felt the British churches would 
not appreciate another organisation between the BCC and the World Council of 
Churches. 


The executive committee reported that in conversation with Dr. Egbert 
Emmen, of The Hague, one of the European Conference convenors, it had been 
stressed that the Conference seeks to maintain good relations with the WCC, but 
it was considered important to have an independent organisation because there 
are churches in both astern and Western Europe which are not WCC members. 


The Nottingham meeting heard a report on the South African situation from 
Archdeacon Cecil ‘ood, representing the Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, Dr. 
Joost de Blank (see also special report in this issue). EPS, Geneva 


Churches! Mass Communication Work Expands 


(New York) -— There are 153 trained technicians and missionaries now on full-time 
assignment in the international broadcasting and audio-visual ministry of the 
churches. 

"hat once was the evening work or hobby of a few missionaries and national 


Christian leaders has now become a professional life work," the Rev. Edwin M. 
luidens said in his annual director's report of RAVEMCCO. 
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Of the total, 140 are nationals of whom 15 had their technical training 
through member mission boards of RAVHMCCO, the radio, visual education and mass 
communication committee of the National Council of Churches (US). 


Mr. Luidens reported major developments in 1959 in international Christian 
broadcasting supported by the churches. These included a radio franchise granted 
the Lutheran World Federation for a station 1n Ethiopia which will share pro- 
gramming with the Near East Christian Council; a training programme for tech— 
nicians, producers and writers in the South East Asia Radio Project, begun in 
Dumaguete City, P.I.; and the purchase of new equipment by churches in Burma 
and Thailand to increase Christian broadcasts in those countries, 


The past year also saw the start of the first Christian radio network in 
the world when new stations in Taegu and Pusan were connected with the Korea 
Christian Council's station HLKY in Seoul. Five more stations are being planned 
there. 


"RAVEMCCO is beginning its second decade of service around the world aus- 
piciously," Mr, Luidens told the committee, "thanks to an increasing understand 
ing overseas of the Christian use of the mass media," EPS, Geneva 


Closer Contact Asked With Chinese Churches 


(London) — An appeal that churches in the West make greater efforts to establish 
closer relations with the churches in China - as a parallel to the efforts of 
political leaders to lessen the tensions of the cold war - has been made in an 
article published here. 


Writing in last week's issue of The British Weekly the Rev. John S. Barr,a 
former China missionary, urged western churches to take steps to “establish 
Christian fellowship with the Chinese members of the Family of God that have 
been left out in the cold for the last ten years. 


/ 


"At the time when the nations are inching their way towards a world brother-~ 
hood," he writes, "religious leaders should be doing their share of increasing 
the contacts and bridging the gulfs of separation between divided blocs." 


Acknowledging that there may be some "adverse criticism at any suggestion 
OL seeking closer links with Christians in China," Mr. Barr adds: "Im recena 
years more than once the attitude of some Western Christians towards Chinese 
Christians has given the impression (they) are questioning, doubting, criticising © 
in a manner that lacks humility .... (or even) approaches hostility. Frequently 
the effect created is that Westerners still are more interested in impressing 
a point of view than in patiently, sympathetically and humbly trying to under- 
stand the present thinking of Chinese Christians." EPS, Geneva 


Congressmen Support NCC 

(Washington, D.C.) — Spirited support of the National Council of Churches, and 
denunciation of the charges that the Council is Communist~infiltrated, echoed 
through the United States House of Representatives last week. 


A score of Congressmen from throughout the country took the floor, or in- 
serted in the Congressional Record copies of Council pronouncements against 
Communism, letters from constituents and clergy in their respective states who 
had voiced their "shock and concern" over the charges, and a large number of 
newspaper editorials decrying the allegations. The charges originally appeared 
in an Air Force training manual which has since been withdrawn. (See EPS N° 13) 
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Edith Green, Democratic representative from Oregon, who led the protests, 
Said that “An objective analysis of the so-called evidence on which these 
charges are based has convinced me that there is absolutely no foundation for 
the statements that Communists have successfully infiltrated the National Coun- 
Cay BPS, Geneva 


Slovak Church Asks Understanding 


(Geneva) - An appeal that Christian understanding be shown its affiliates in 
Communist countries has been addressed to the Lutheran World Federation by the 
larger of its two member churches in Czechoslovakia. 


A general release from the Information Service of the Protestant Churches 
in Czechoslovakia said a 1,000 word “brotherly message" has been sent the LWF 
by the 415,000-member Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession and 
Signed by its general bishop, Dr. Jan Chabada of Bratislava. 


However, in Geneva, LWF officials said they had received no direct commu- 
nication from the Slovak Church. The Service did not reveal when the message 
was drafted or sent out. 


The text of the message said the Slovak Church seeks good relations with 
all Lutheran Churches through the LWF and with other Christian churches through 
the Vorld Council of Churches and "welcomes all opportunities to meet them at 
home and abroad", 


But it said true fellowship with these churches is possible only if they 
make the effort to see the Slovak Church in “the right perspective" and to 
understand that "Protestants in our country have been deeply marked by years of 
struggle in the period of ruthless Counter Reformation. 


"Hven if decimated, the church remained the conscience of its own people 
and in consequence it felt and feels bound to respond to the needs of this 
people in new historical situations. Only a living fellowship, alert to its 
ecclesiastical ties and theological tasks was and is able to grapple with the 
tremendous changes of today whose impact is perhaps not always fully realized 
by the Christendom of Western countries." 


It said the LWF has a speeial task in helping bridge this gap of misunder- 
standing and "by delivering individual Lutheran churches from eventual loneli- 
ness, (and by helping them) to realize better the ecumenical tasks of Lutheran- 
ism". EPS, Geneva 


Protestants Aid Roman Catholic Charity 


ee 
(New Haven) — Protestants at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., gave a special 
Easter offering to the Little Sisters of the Poor here as evidence of Christian 
unity "in a world torn asunder by racial, economic and national strife". The 
Roman Catholic religious congregation conducts St. Andrew's Home for the Aged 
in New Haven. 


A statement announcing the contribution said that despite areas of theolo- 
gical difference between Roman Catholics and Protestants they can take common 
action in "our ministry to those to whom circumstances have brought privation 
and suffering". EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox on Pilgrimage to Istanbul Patriarchate 


(New York) - Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox Arch-— 
diocese of North and South America, is heading a group of 300 US Orthodox clergy 
and lay leaders on a pilgrimage to the Mcumenical Patriarchate at Istanbul, 
Turkey» kn route they will be joined by another two hundred persons in Greece. 


The pilgrims will pay homage to Patriarch Athenagoras I, spiritual leader 
of the Eastern Orthodox world, on the 12th amiversary of his elevation to the 
patriarchal throne. 


The US group also will extend an official invitation to him to visit the 
United States. If he should accept, it will be the first time in history that 
an ecumenical patriarch will have visited America. Patriarch Athenagoras 
knows the United States well. Formerly the Archbishop of North and South America, 
he resided there for 18 years. EPS, Geneva 


IMC Names Dr, Scopes to Staff 


(London) ~ The Rev. Dr. Wilfred Scopes, 59, a British Congregationalist mis- 
sionary in India since 1925, has been elected secretary of the International 
Missionary Council's newly-created Standing Committee on the Ministry. The 
appointment is effective from July 15. 


For the past five and a half years Dr. Scopes has been literature secretary 
of the National Christian Council of India and secretary of its Board of Theo- 
logical Education, 


Dre Scopes's immediate responsibility will include completion of the IMC 
survey of theological training in the younger churches in Asia and Africa. He 
Will also direct a two-year programme of study of the ministry in the younger 
churches in these areas, particularly with regard to the possibilities of de- 
veloping a part-time, non-professional ministry, developments in lay leadership 
and the provision of continuing training for ministers in active service, 


Dr. Scopes is the author of a number of books in Telugu and English. Before 
joining the staff of the Indian NCC, he was principal of the United Theological 
Colleges at Gooty and Dornakal from 1939 - 50 and 1950 - 54 respectively, and 
for 14 years earlier was a district minister in Rayalaseema. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Issues 1960 Pentecost Message 


(Geneva) - The six presidents of the World Council of Churches have called on 
members of the Council's 172 member churches to observe Pentecost - or Whit- 
sunday - as a day of universal prayer, 


The annual Pentecost message of the presidents of the world organisation 
will be read in many churches and many languages throughout the world on Sunday 
June 5, the day on which Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican member churches in 
the Council will observe Pentecost in 1960, 


Pentecost is observed by many churches as a day to consider the Holy Spirit 
and pray for the unity of the Church. Pentecost has its roots in the ancient 
Jewish festival of Shabout, Its specific Christian meaning is described in the 
second chapter of the Book of Acts. 


Observed fifty days after Taster, Pentecost commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to 120 Christian believers gathered in Jerusalem after the resur- 
rection for the Hebrew festival. At that time, according to Acts, the Holy 
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Spirit which Jesus had promised his followers descended upon them, and some 
3,000 converts were made to the faith, 


(See page 12 for the full text of the 1960 Pentecost message from the World 
Council of Churches! presidents). EPS, Geneva 


French Christian Students Term Algorian War A "Scandal" 


(Montpellier, France) - The annual national congress of the French Student 
Christian Movement has branded the Algerian war a “scandal" and called for re- 
newed peace efforts and redress for war victims. 


A statement by congress members deplores the "complacency" they say is be-= 
coming more widespread in the nation and in the Church in France about the six- 
year old struggle. 


The congress designated as particular evils of the war the use of "common 
informing" as a government method for maintaining order, psychological pressure 
against the claims of conscience and the “impossible poverty" caused by re- 
grouping the Algerian population in camps. 


"We admit we are implicated in all this", they declared, adding that French 
Christians have been unable to give a clear lead in the problems of Algeria and 
that the world-wide Church needs to unite with French churches in seeking a so- 
lution and in prayer. 


The French SCM members also asked Protestant parishes in France to seek 
accurate information on the Algerian situation and to keep in touch with their 
Members serving in Algeria in order "to maintain full solidarity with all who 
are down there, even if they decide not to obey the authorities". (he reference 
is to the refusal of some to obey orders which seemed to them to involve inhu- 
manity). The congress members issucd a reminder saying that "the Christian's 
obedience to the state is loyal, but never unconditional". 


The congress called for more pastors, laity and membcrs of the French SCM 
to undertake long-term service in Algeria to help war victims. The students 
also asked that there be a reconsideration of the military chaplaincy arrange- 
ments. Under the present programme chaplains are responsible to the Army and 
not to the Church, 


In another resolution the French students asked for the formation of local 
circles to study problems raised by France's attempt to become a nuclear power 
and by atomic armament in general. They asked local groups to maintain contact 
with movements against atomic armament and to keep the French SCM informed about 
stands taken on the issue. 


The national congress urgently called on all members of the French SCM to 
consider whether they should be opposing atomic armament in their professions 
and in political groups. 

The theme of the Montpellier congress was “The Task of the Church in a Post— 
Christian Civilisation". Non-French participants came from the Belgian, Swiss, 
Italian, Spanish and Portuguese SCMs and from Malagasy, African and Russian Or- 
thodox SCMs with headquarters in Trance, EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Kagawa, Japanese Leader, Dies at 71. 
(Tokyo) - Dr.Toyohiko Kagawa, Japan'smost. famous Christian leader, died of a 
heart attack in his home in Tokyo on April 23, at the age of 1. He had been 
bed-ridden at his home for the past year, 
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Dr. Kagawa was an outstanding evangelist, a distinguished social worker and 
a leader of labour movements and co-operatives. He was converted to Christianity 
at the age of 15 and began his work on Christmas Eve, 1909, in the slums of Kobe 
where he spent several years devoting himself to the care of the destitute. 
Later, after studying bricfly at Princeton Theological Scminary in the United 
States, he returned to Japan to work among the poverty-stricken farming com- 
munities and in mining and fishermen's districts, establishing churches, mis— 
sions, kindergartens, nurseries and gospel schools. 


He described himself as a scientific mystic. He was an ardent pacifist, a 
Christian poet and the author of 180 books on religious, social, scientific and 
other subjects, He had travelled widely throughout the world on evangelistic 
missions, 


Dr. Kagawa was a consultant at the second Assembly of the \Jorld Council of 
Churches at Evanston, Ill., in 1954, when he served in the section on Evange- 


lism. BPS, Geneva : 
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in Brief | ia 

The newly formed Presbyterian Church in the Congo will be entirely inde— ae 
pendent of missionary direction as a result of decisions taken by the Synod of 


the American Presbyterian Congo Ilission. A round table conference of Congo re- 
presentatives and missionaries will draw up a constitution for the new church 
aire UA. « 

* % 


Dr. Carl E, Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federa- : 
tion, will be an officiel guest at the centennial synod sessions of the Augustana’ ~ 
Lutheran Church on June 6 - 12, at Rock Island, Ill. His representation of the Re 
LWF will be one of his first public acts following a five-month leave of absence 
for health reasons, He is an ordained ministcr of the Augustana Church. Fay 


ze tS 


Capacity audiences heard Martin Luther speak fluent Japanese when the motion | 
picture on the life of the leader of the Protestant Reformation was recently 
given its premiére simultaneously in movie theatres all over Japan. The film 
was shown under auspices of the Lutheran Literature Society of Japan, ) ys 
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Ree trot al O00 (64,200) from “an anonymous Anglican priest" has launched 
the Building Aid Fund of the Church of South India. The fund will be used towy 
underwrite up to fifty por cent the needs of church construction, with applica- 
tions from village congregations taking priority. 


¥ x 


The Church of Scotland's Assembly next month will not hear a full-scale 
speech from Dr. Hastings Banda, the Nyasaland nationalist leader, although in- 
dividual members of the Assembly have asked for it. Dr. GcorgeMacLeod, former 
Church of Scotland moderator, has asked for Dr, Banda to be "received" during 
the Assembly. Dr. Banda is a Presbyterian ordained elder, 
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The first three women ministcrs of the Lutheran Church of Sweden, who were 
ordained on Palm Sunday, preached for the first time on Easter Sunday. They 
also conducted a number of christening services. (See BPS N° 15) 


* * 


On Easter tionday the YMCA of Western Germany held a conference with the 
theme "The Great Temptation", at which 4,000 young people from the Ruhr dis~ 
trict discussed the history of the YMCA movement during Hitler's national- 
socialist régime. "We confess that the YMCA broke dow during the Third Reich, 
and that not one of its members held out to the end and took the way of. martyr- 
dom", Pastor Rudolf Schmidt, vice-president of the YNCA in Westcrn Germany, 
told the conference. 


* x 


Dr. Martin Niemdller has returned to Frankfurt-—am-iain after a seven-weeks 
trip in the USA. During his visit he preached more than 100 scrmona and led a 
large number of theological discussions. In addition he gave lectures, attend~ 
ed conferences for pastors, and spoke on television. 


* * 


Dr. Hans Heinrich Harms will continue as Secretary of the Conference of 
BKuropean Churches, in his new capacity as Senior Pastor of the lliichaeliskirche 
in Hamburg. Dr. Harms resigned reccntly as assistant director of the Study 
Division of the World Vouncil of Churches. 


* * 


Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of York,-is making a six—weeks tour 
of Africa. During his visit he will attend celebrations in Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland marking the centenary of the Church of England's Universities! 
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World membership in the vhurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mor— 
mons) now totals 1,616,088 - a gain of 60,289 members over last year. <A report 
presented to the Church's 30th General Conference at Salt Lake City, Utah, 
shows 1,336,675 members in 290 "stakes" (dioceses) and 379,413 in 50 mission 
organisations. 

x 


Union Theological Seminary, New York, has received grants totalling 
$550,000 from two philanthropic foundations to extend its programme in psy- 
chiatry and religion. Aim of the programiie begun in 1956 is to provide semi-— 
nary students with “a basic understanding of contributions from psychiatry to 
the interpretation of human nature", 

x * 


Archbishop Ilmari Salomies, head of the lutheran Church in Finland, will 
visit the United States in June to participate in the /7Oth anniversary con- 
vention of the Suomi Synod, at Virginia, Minnesota. The Synod, officially 
known as the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church was organised by Finnish im- 
Migrants in 1890, Present membership is 36,000. 
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A Special Report 


WCC Envoy in South Africa 


(Geneva) - World Council of Churches! associate general secretary Dr. Robert 
S» Bilheimer is in South Africa conferring with leaders of the Council's eight 
member churches there. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the WCC's general secretary, said the visit is 
an attempt to discover what the member churches and the WCC could do together’ 
to promote just solutions and reconciliation. 


He pointed out thatthe World Council had already taken a firm stand against 
all forms of segresation and discrimination and that Dr. Bilheimer's task would 
be to interpret this position to the churches and seek ways to implement it. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft indicated that Dr. Bilheimer, an ordained minister of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA’and director of the WCC's Study Di- 
vision, would call on leaders of the Dutch Reformed, Anglican and five other 
member churches of the Council in South Africa, 


Archbishop Joost de Blank of the Anglican Church has made public statements 
calling for the WCC to sever relationships with churches that fail to condemn 
the South African government's apartheid policy. 


A message sent to WCC headquarters by the executive committee of the Dutch 
Reformed Church of the Transvaal, one of the two WCC South African Dutch Re- 
formed member bodies, refers to Dr, de Blank'’s public call for a commission of 
inquiry in South Africa and the exclusion of the Dutch Reformed Churches from 
the WCC. 


Citing an agreement between the Anglican and Dutch Reformed Churches in 
South Africa arrived at in May 1959, the Transvaal church says both churches 
had undertaken to give full recognition to each other and to acknowledge funda- 
mental differences between churches in all discussions on vital issues. 


The agreement between the two churches said they undertook "to inform each 
other on the reasons governing their policy and activity and to do everything 
in their power to avoid ill-founded deductions detrimental to the interests of 
a parricular church", 


The Transvaal church complained that in spite of the agreement, the Dutch 
Reformed Churches have “repeatedly been the objective of condemnation by the 
Archbishop and by Bishop Reeves of Johannesburg". 


The statement continued that therefore the agreement is regarded by the 
Dutch Reformed Churches as “violated and repudiated by the Anglican Church". 


Mae IDRC “Sita, selac: WaesiaSavevell “Wetany Yona “ne: akiautlenen aglave) Oe 


"We would appreciate it if you would come and inquire into the way in which 
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk has been made suspect before the Christian 
conscience of the world by the above-mentioned actions. The time now has ar- 
rived", says the church's statement, "for an impartial church commission to as— 
certain how world opinion is being poisoned deliberately by false and untruth- 
ful reports which are constantly bcing sent abroad and which the persons res— 
ponsible for them know to be untruc." 


The Transvaal churches! exccutive committee endorsed a statement made by 
its sister church in the Cape after the recent riots, in which it says it "can 
justify and approve of the policy of independent, distinctive development, 
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provided it is carried out in a just and honourable way, without impairing or 
offending human dignity". 


The Transvaal church declared itsreadiness to tell any commission of in— 
quiry sent by the churches to South Africa "of all the occasions on which our 
church has addressed or approached the government about aspects of its policy 
or the application thereof, which we have regarded as contrary to the above- 
mentioned principles". 


The statement went on: "It is not, however, the duty of the church to sub- 
mit a political programme or pattern to the government", 


Details of a series of interdenominational and interracial conferences 
planned by and held on the initiative and under the leadership of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church were offered as part of the DRC's case, 


In a closing affirmation, the Transvaal leaders said: "We wish to state 
earnestly and clearly: We admit that the non-whites of South Africe, as a re- 
sult of agitation and instigation from overseas, based upon incorrect reporting 
and slanted interpretation of the facts, will now be compelled to decide who 
are really concerned about their highest interests -— those who grant the non- 
white dignity and Christian responsibility along the road of independent develop- 
ment, or those who are surrendering civilisation and Christianity, as represented 
by both white and non-white, to the subversive activities of unscrupulous and 
irresponsible elements." 


Continuing, the closing section said: "The recent riots were no peaceful 
protest against grievances, but a deliberate and organised attempt to stir up 
revolt. It would have led to the murder of policemen, as happened during the 
disturbances at Cato Manor, if the police had not defended themselves. 


“We deny the right of a few bishops", said the Dutch Reformed churchmen, 
“to claim for themselves the monopoly of the Christian conscience in South 
Africa. We should appreciate it if your commission would also come and ascertain 
whether the voice of the two bishops is really the voice of the church which 
they represcnt.™ 


Before the departure of Dr. Bilheimer, the WCC's General Secretariat had 
received irchdeacon Cecil Wood, representative of the Anglican Archbishop of 
Capetown; Dr.. Joost de Blank, on April 13. 


It was disclosed after the meeting that the WCC had already decided to send 
a representative to South Africa and that this plan was discussed after reception 
of a personal message Archdeacon Wood brought from the Archbishop. 


Dr. de Blank proposed “that the World Council should reaffirm the stand 
against discrimination that it had taken at its 1954 Assembly and that it should 
send to South Africa a small commission to investigate the underlying causes of 
the present outbreak and disturbances from the Christian standpoint". 


The “orld Council said that no other proposals were brought by the Arch- 
deacon, 


A communiqué issued after the Geneva meeting said that the proposals from 
member churches of the WCC would be reported to the Council's officers for sub- 
sequent decision, which was not expected until after the visit of Dr. Bilheimer, 


The officers of the World Council of Churches are the chamman of its Central 
Committee, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York; the vice-chairman of the Central 
Committee, Dr. Ernest A. Payne, London; and Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 


ud Wee 
fe baw hicg 


No. 16 - 29th April, 1960 ab! 


The communiqué also reaffirmed the WCC's stand against all forms of segre— 
gation and discrimination and said the objective of abolishing them “could only 
be served if the member churches, in spite of disagreements, sought to help each 
other in this task. The WCC", the statement concluded, "fully recognises that 
the situation is urgent and the time is short." 


Meanwhile Anglican Bishop Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg arrived in London 
on April 21. The Bishop had moved to the British Protectorate of Swaziland to 
guard against the possibility of arrest as a critic of the South African govern— 
ment'ts policies. 


He told a press conference in London that he had left South Africa because 
"it was imperative that I should continue to be free to speak to the outside 
world about events in South Africa". 


Dr. Reeves said that after his previously planned home leave in England 
ended in September he would “decide in his own good time“ whether that was the 
MIeot moment tor him to return to South Africa. 


Denunciations of the South African government's apartheid policy and its 
implementation have been made by scores of churches, church leaders and national 
Christian councils in recent weeks, Many have come to World Council of Churches! 
headquarters in Ceneva with requests for impartial inquiry and intensified ef~- 
hOrce tom reconciliation, (See also EPS N°s 15, 14 and 15) BPS, Geneva 
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Document 


Pentecost 1960 


A Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches. 
Romans 8:5-6) 


As presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in all 
the member churches at Whitsuntide. We rejoice in the gift of that oneness in 
Christ which enlightened His followers when the day of Pentecost was fully come. 


As we recall the first assembly in the history of the Christian Church, we 
are uplifted by visible signs of that oneness renewed in the history of our 
time, As members of one body all over the earth, we have committed ourselves 
to stay together and to grow together toward newness and fullness of life. 


This year we are confronted with the spiritual task of making straight the 
way for a great gathcring, the first assembly to be held by the World Council 
of Churches in Asia in 1961. ‘hile there are religions and philosophies, new 
and old, resurgent in Asia and other continents, we have our firm foundation 1 
the promise given by our Lord on the day of His ascension. Wherever His people 
may be, they shall receive strength to overcome the world, 


When He, the Holy Spirit, comes in our midst, we are new beings. Our selif— 
absorption and our fears are taken away. Our contentment with something less 
than true unity in the Church gives way to a deeper and fuller appraisal of 
God's design. We are thus called ts be partners all with one accord in God's 
creative work. We seek each other in a new way because God has found us in a 
new way. For as many as are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God, 


As sons and fellow-workers with God, we become true brothers, bearing one 
another's burdens, The Church, which has the promise of victory, is called, 
with one spirit and one heart, to reach out to the millions of men and women 
who struggle for a life free of fear, hunger, injustice, dispossession, perse=— 
cution and political or spiritual oppression. 


In View of this great mission, we who work for the greatcr unity and 
streneth of the Church humbly proclaim this year's "hitsuntide as a day of uni- 
versal prayer, so that God's spirit may be brought to those who “were far off 
and peace to those who were near" (Eph. 2:17, RSV). 


With a renewed faith, with love and compassion, we call upon all the chur- 
ehes of Christ and all Christians to reconsider their duty in the light of the 
Spirit given to us, and to rededicate themselves as witnesscs to Christ. 


"Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
from God; that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God" (LeCon, 
B12) ‘ 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches; 


Dr. John Baillie — idinburgh 

Bishop ©,U. Barbieri -— Buenos Aires 

Bishop Otto Dibelius — Berlin 

Archbishop Iakevos — New York 

Metropolitan Juhanon fllar Thoma -— Tiruvella 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill -— Boxford, Mass. 


